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MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS 
Anniversary of Australia’s Recorded History 

HON RAY HALLIGAN (North Metropolitan) [5.30 pm]:  I will continue my remarks from yesterday about the 
VOC Historical Society and the celebration that could be had in Western Australia and Australia in two years.  I 
would again like to read from papers given to me by the VOC.  The first one is headed “Reasons for celebrating 
a WA Component: Highlights of major maritime activity on WA’s Coast over just 50 years after Dufken’s 1606 
landfall”.  Members are probably aware, as the first paper states, that - 

•  1616 Dirck Hartog landed on Dirck Hartog Island.  Left Pewter plate.  First European landfall on 
Western Australia! 

•  1619 Frederick de Houtman discovered the region around the Swan River which he called 
d’Edelslandt.  Also named the Houtman Abrolhos.   

•  1622 The ship Leeuwin was almost shipwrecked in the south western extremity of Western 
Australia now called Cape Leeuwin.   

•  1622.  The English ship Tryall was shipwrecked at North West Cape.  The survivors managed to 
row their longboats to Batavia.   

•  1627 Captains Thyssen and Nuyts charted the southern coast of WA from Cape Leeuwin into the 
Great Australian Bight for 1600 kilometres.   

•  1629 The ship Batavia shipwrecked.   

•  1629 Two marooned mutineers from the Batavia become the first European settlers in Australia: 

•  1656 The Vergulden Draeck was shipwrecked about 100 kilometres north of Perth on a reef off 
Ledge Point.  Possibly 75 survivors - more settlers?   

•  1658 Uppersteersman Abraham Leeman from the Waeckende Boey searches for shipwreck 
survivors.  Abandoned by his Captain he and his landing party set sail for Batavia in an open boat.  
The town of Leeman is named after him.   

•  By mid-17th century most of WA’s coastline was charted by VOC ships.   

These events are a small sample of WA and Australia’s rich maritime history which could be 
celebrated during the National 2006 celebrations. 

I would just like to quickly talk about the Zuytdorp.  The second paper from the society states - 

The Zuytdorp, with a compliment of 210 to 250 persons, was wrecked in 1712 at the base of cliffs about 
50 kms north of the mouth of the Murchison River (Kalbarri).  The number of survivors is unknown.   

That there were survivors is certain from evidence of post-shipwreck activity on the shore and of 
salvaged items on top of the cliff.   

What happened to these Europeans as they tried to survive on this new, strange, land is again not 
known.   

We suspect that the influx of Europeans from 1629 has had a marked influence upon the Early 
Australians.  It is a fair assumption that, as a matter of survival, these large groups of reluctant settlers 
would have tried to mix in with the local population.  This influence has added to their gene pool is 
evidenced by reports of Aborigines with blond hair and blue eyes, a light skin tone, a European build, 
taller and more robust as reported by Daisy Bates, George Grey, A.C. Gregory, Mary Durack and 
Bishop Salvado. 

As possible further proof that the white settlers interacted with the natives is the gene Porfyria Varigata 
which has been found present in the Nanda tribe, who inhabited the region where the Zuytdorp had 
wrecked.  The gene was traced back to Cape Town, with its source in Holland.  Speculation is that a 
Hollander who had got himself in trouble with the law in Cape Town was sent to Batavia to serve a 
term of hard labour.  He sailed on the Zuytdorp! 

Country Western Australia, Labour Shortage 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [5.36 pm]:  I refer to the uncorrected proof of Hansard in which the 
answer to a question without notice by the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries  is like a breath of 
fresh air.  I hope that I do not plagiarise part of the statement he made.   
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Hon Kim Chance:  I think I will live to regret it. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  He spoke about the country labour shortage. 

The PRESIDENT:  I am sure the member is proposing to recall what the minister said and not quote him 
contrary to standing orders.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  No, Mr President.  I will now quote - 

I concede that I do not think we have done enough in this area. 

The minister is quite right.  He also said - 

I think there are as many answers as there are problems. 

I will quote myself. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The point I was trying to make was that the member is not allowed to quote from an 
uncorrected proof.  The member can make an assumption that the Leader of the House said it but we do not want 
any quotation marks around the assumption. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I was rather impressed with the statement the minister made the other night.  The acute 
shortage of labour in rural and regional Western Australia, particularly in the agricultural sector, is a problem.  If 
a task force were formed to deal with the problem, I would be more than happy to be involved in it.  I was 
talking today to a person in whom I have a lot of faith and who is a bit of a philosopher.  He said that he would 
equate the problem to rust in a motorcar.  He said a motorcar with rust could be fixed in two ways.  It could 
either be painted, which would mean the problem would be fixed but it would come back, or the reason that the 
rust occurred in the first place could be examined, in which case people could move forward from that and the 
problem would be fixed. 

When considering the difficulties of employers in rural and regional Western Australia to attract employees, I 
looked at the letter of 9 October that the minister wrote to Bob Shadbolt of the Rural Enterprises Employment 
Agency.  When I spoke to Bob Shadbolt yesterday, he said that something like 60 to 100 permanent jobs and 180 
seasonal jobs had been advertised and the agency would probably get about 30 people to fill them, if it was 
lucky.  Farmers cannot get people to run their machinery or work on their farms even though the wages are not 
that bad.  One of the jobs advertised offered a salary of $45 000 per annum for a 38-hour week, with overtime 
paid at $20 an hour and a house supplied.  I was told that the Farm Weekly a couple of weeks ago had four full 
pages of advertisements for jobs in this field.  This is a great concern, because I was talking to Bob Iffla from the 
Lake King area, and a couple of other people, the other day, and they said they would have to plant smaller crops 
because of the labour shortage.  Someone rang from Kalannie on Friday and said that he was selling out because 
he just could not attract anyone to his farm to work.  This coming seeding season, if smaller crops are planted, 
there will be less exports.  Everyone is reducing their productive areas, which is something we really do not need 
in rural Western Australia.  An article in the Great Southern Herald on 3 March 2004, headed “Shortage causes 
frustration” reads - 

Katanning small business owners are frustrated by a shortage of tradesmen and school leavers willing to 
do an apprenticeship.   

. . .  

Job Futures Katanning employment consultant Annabel Hinkley explained candidates for 
apprenticeships must have a minimum Year 10 C pass grade in maths and english as a prerequisite.  

 . . .  

“A lot of young people leaving school do not have adequate qualifications to even get an interview.” 

Are we raising the bar too high?  These are jobs on farms that involve driving very sophisticated equipment. 
Some of the machines today can cost $500 000 or more.  They are fully equipped with airconditioning and 
global positioning systems; they are like a driveable computer.  In fact, I saw one machine that can be preset, so 
that it will go up and down by itself, and all the driver has to do is sit in the cab and read a book as he is 
harvesting. I do not imagine that someone who did not succeed in maths could not be taught to drive something 
like that.  We are setting the bar too high and excluding some of our young people from these positions.  

It would be a great step forward for the Labor Party to try to harness some of these people who think they are 
unemployable.  Maybe they are prepared to go into this field.  I know it is very difficult.  The agricultural school 
in Narrogin had 35 students graduating last year.  Several went to Perth, several went back to their farms and 
several stayed in the town.  Only three out of the 35 actually went into the job market, or less than 10 per cent.  
That is a major problem.  The Labor Party should look at maybe lowering the bar.  That does not mean that a 
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lesser person will get the job, particularly if it is in a field in which adequate training can be supplied.  It 
encourages the young people to not leave country towns because they do not have the qualifications to get an 
apprenticeship.  Otherwise they wind up coming to Perth, drifting around on the streets of Perth or moving in 
with relatives, wandering around and drawing the dole on a steam train to nowhere.  It is a huge problem and it 
needs to be addressed very quickly.  The Leader of the House said he would look into it.  I hope it is not 
something he looks into some time in the future.  

I suggest to the Leader of the House that it is a priority because the farming season is moving on and labour is 
needed for the coming season.  I know it is difficult to attract people.  What do we do; do we bring people in 
from Africa?  There are a lot of Zimbabwean farmers who might do.  However, there is a quota on immigration.  
The job situation in New Zealand has improved substantially.  I know that agriculture competes with mining to 
attract labour.  A person working in the mining industry would probably earn double the amount that he would 
earn in agriculture.  It is not a happy life to live on a farm for weeks or even months.  However, someone has to 
do it.  Young people, even older people, could fit into the framework if they could be trained properly.  We need 
to get people from the fringe areas who believe they are not qualified to move into agriculture.  Country towns 
have people in their 40s and 50s, who believe they are on the heap and are drawing the dole, who could work in 
the farming communities and do as good a job as anybody else.  Unfortunately, farmers do not often have the 
time to train people.  That is the major problem.  The Government is paying people the dole.  Perhaps they 
should be paid the dole while they learn how to drive equipment and seed and spray.  This is an important issue 
and I hope we can do something about it. 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [5.46 pm]:  I congratulate the member for raising 
this issue.  It is something that we have not done enough about.  In one sense, I feel responsible for that.  I am 
aware this is an issue of real significance and, although I have had an interest in it for a long time, I do not think I 
have driven the matter hard enough.  There are answers.  I keep meeting young people in metropolitan high 
schools who I know would have a future in rural industries.  It is possible that the next 350-a-day shearer - for 
those who do not understand shearing, that is at the aristocratic level of that blue-collar work force and 
represents about $90 000 a year - is a young fellow at high school in the eastern suburbs, who may not be doing 
all that well academically and may be beginning to get into trouble because of his frustration in wondering where 
he will fit into a society that might seem a little foreign to him.  He may feel much happier in a rural 
environment.  The problem is that he will never know that he might have that future; nor will the people who 
have that future to offer him ever know that he is a potential recruit into their industry.  Until we can find some 
way of drawing those two people together - the shearing contractor and the young, athletic but perhaps not 
academically brilliant person - maybe he is academically brilliant but just not does not fit into society - we will 
continue to fail.  As Hon Frank Hough said, the numbers we are turning out through our conventional training 
mechanisms are already spoken for.  We are not talking about people who, in the main, will form part of the 
hired labour force - the people who are on their way back to their own farms - but that is valuable because they 
are continuing their family farms’ skills base.  Other people are going on to other ways of life.  The Leader of the 
Opposition knows from his experience in agricultural education that not all agriculture college students go back 
into agriculture.  They often use the agricultural colleges as stepping stones to other areas.   

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  Only 30 per cent are going back into farming; it used to be 70 per cent.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I did not know that.  I can see how that could be the case.  We have a problem, which is 
why I congratulated Hon Frank Hough for raising the issue.  It is important to do that.  The member has 
prompted me to lift my performance in this area.  Some good ideas have been suggested, but they are not being 
implemented on the ground.  When the member was speaking, it occurred to me that it would be possible to 
establish a training facility that could use existing TAFE or agricultural high school facilities.  However, I 
suspect even that process would be too slow.   

Towards the end of his speech, the member said that we must get young people to work on farms with accredited 
farmer trainers.  The young people would then learn on the job and they could go back to TAFE or wherever to 
complete the academic parts of the job.  However, I do not think that the young people who failed to meet the 
minimum standards that the member enumerated could be recruited into that program because, as the member 
said, they would have to work with very sophisticated equipment.  After a lifetime’s experience of working on 
that type of equipment in which I used to climb into the control unit of those types of machines - I have been out 
of the industry for only 12 years - I am befuddled by today’s equipment.  I was working on farms at the 
beginning of electronic farming, but it was pretty rudimentary in those days.  It would take me some time to get 
up to speed to be able to work the type of equipment farmers work with today.  It would not be a good idea for 
people who did not meet minimum standards to work on equipment like that.   

A complicated set of solutions is required.  The fundamental problem is that the people who have the jobs to 
offer and the people who could fill those jobs have no means of getting together at this stage.  That is the primary 
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area that we must address.  International student exchange programs are in place.  My family has hosted students 
from Brazil, the United States, Iceland and Germany who have lived with us and worked in the Western 
Australian school system.  However, there has never been an exchange program that crosses the Darling Scarp, 
yet it could be done easily.  They are some of the things I will discuss with the Minister for Education and 
Training.  I am sure that he must also be aware of the problems that exist.  I do not think it will be impossible to 
find solutions; I do not believe we have applied ourselves enough to find them.   

Kununurra Water Supply 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [5.52 pm]:  Members will recall that I have been outspoken 
about the issue of water supplies to Kununurra and the unrealistic stance taken by the Water and Rivers 
Commission, which will soon be absorbed into the Department of Environmental Protection.  On more than one 
occasion I have pointed out to members that a problem the Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley continually 
confronts on issues relating to the Ord River and the Lake Kununurra waterways is that it has been forced to deal 
with no fewer than five ministers.  Central to the issue is the critical shortage of land for housing and other 
developments in and around Kununurra.  The Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley and various government 
agencies have identified a number of potential sites that are available for development but the Water and Rivers 
Commission has proved to be a stumbling block by refusing requests to develop the areas.  The Water and 
Rivers Commission’s objections could be overcome by stopping the use of the bore fields that currently serve 
Kununurra.  The shire has asked the commission to identify alternative bore field sites that could be available 
within the next five years.  I am advised that the Water and Rivers Commission has replied that there are 
currently no such identified sites near Kununurra and that it has no definite intention of undertaking any 
additional exploration.  This matter concerns an answer conveyed to Hon George Cash recently when he asked a 
similar question, when it was indicated that to date there had been several interagency meetings and that progress 
was taking place.  I am very concerned about this and I have a distinct lack of confidence.  A letter addressed to 
me from the Minister for the Environment states -  

Locating a new water source is an option under consideration, but this will be a significant and costly 
undertaking, even if a low risk source can be identified.  It will also result in greater restrictions 
elsewhere in the Kununurra district. 

That does not give any confidence that any definite exploration is going ahead.  Also, from the advice given to 
me by the shire, local residents and even the local press, it seems that the Water and Rivers Commission has 
taken a head-in-the-sand attitude to this issue.  To compound the problem, in October 2003 the Water and Rivers 
Commission asked the Minister for the Environment to issue an interim report on a proposed Kununurra water 
reserve drinking water source protection plan.  This plan primarily proposes an increase in the size of the 
Kununurra water reserve boundary within which the borefields serving Kununurra are located.  I will discuss the 
impact of this in a moment, but it has made it a lot more difficult because it has enlarged the area that was 
originally restricted.  The shire was consulted in the draft stage, but the input that it had in that plan was totally 
ignored.   

In recent times discussions have been held with several large multinational mining companies that are interested 
in development in the area and that wish to utilise houses in Kununurra together with the associated services that 
support their proposed nearby mining operations.  Those companies have made it clear that they would prefer to 
do away with the fly in, fly out regime that is used by so many other companies, but because of these restrictions 
on development, the shire, in an embarrassed manner, has had to say it is sorry, it cannot help, because it does 
not have land available.  Recently a small block of land was released in Kununurra, but it was a long time 
coming, and I doubt very much that the number of blocks available will be sufficient in such a short time.  The 
Kimberley Echo newspaper has recently taken up this issue with vigour, with a predictable response from the 
Water and Rivers Commission.  Although the Echo has been able to refute all the Water and Rivers Commission 
arguments and has pointed out that there is already a significant possibility of Kununurra’s water supply being 
heavily contaminated, it has received no pleasing advice from the commission. 

An example of the problems that the Water and Rivers Commission is causing is the rejection of a proposal for a 
commercial boating facility in Kununurra.  On 21 October last year, the Shire of Wyndham-East Kimberley 
agreed in principle to lease to Celliston Nominees Pty Ltd, trading as Kimberley Echo Houseboats, portion of 
reserve No 41812 on the foreshore of Lake Kununurra and the Ord River near Kununurra, for the establishment 
of a commercial boating facility.  The Celliston Nominees Pty Ltd proposal also included provision for a cultural 
centre, an indigenous cultural area and various tourist facilities, such as a historical facility and a sunset and bird 
viewing platform.  The company’s principal, Mr Darren Spackman, has also told me that the company will 
construct elevated walkways along the foreshore of Lake Kununurra.  Celliston Nominees Pty Ltd has obtained 
all the necessary approvals for the development, apart from the requirement that it obtain the consent of the joint 
vestee, which is the Water and Rivers Commission.  I understand that the Water and Rivers Commission has 
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refused approval for the company’s proposal on the basis that it is located within the proposed Kununurra water 
reserve drinking water source protection plan area, which I mentioned earlier.  Effectively, that proposed plan 
has called for the area to be leased to the commercial boating facility that is to be incorporated in the existing 
Kununurra water reserve.  The interim plan is based on a plan by the resource management division of the 
Department of Environment.  This report includes the results of a hydrogeology study of the area of the proposed 
Kununurra water reserve.  That study is extremely detrimental to the commercial boating facility proposal.  
However, an independent hydrogeology risk assessment commissioned by the proponent indicates clearly that 
the risks of the proposed boating facility to the Kununurra water supply are negligible.  Moreover I am advised 
that the alternative sites suggested by the Water and Rivers Commission for the commercial boating facility are 
unsuitable, primarily because of heritage issues that are well known by all relevant government agencies.   

As many members would be aware, tourism plays a huge part in the north of Australia, and in Kununurra in 
particular.  In fact, many pundits may offer the opinion that tourism will eventually become as important as 
agriculture to the economics of the area.  I believe that Celliston Nominees Pty Ltd has shown goodwill in trying 
to develop a tourism project in Kununurra.  Frankly, to not proceed with this project at this time may well be the 
end of the operation and result in a significant reduction in tourism opportunities in the region.  It is time for the 
Government to get motivated and quickly identify another water source, or another practical source of getting 
water to Kununurra, so that the town can expand through developments such as those proposed by Celliston 
Nominees and backed by the Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley.  It is high time that Kununurra was able to go 
ahead with some of these developments and use the obvious tourist attractions that exist in that area as a resource 
to draw people to the area.  When we look at some of the objections that have been put in -  

[Member’s time expired.]  

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [6.04 pm]:  I support the 
comments of Hon John Fischer.  What is happening in Kununurra at this time is the most ludicrous situation that 
one could ever imagine.  There is a shortage of water and a shortage of land in Kununurra.  Lake Argyle in 
Kununurra contains nine times the volume of water of Sydney Harbour.  However, the Water and Rivers 
Commission requires half of that water to be preserved in order to maintain a man-made natural environment.  
When I say a man-made natural environment, that is a contradiction in terms.  Prior to the Ord River Dam, the 
Ord River was dry for half the year.  That meant that the vegetation that grew alongside that river was vegetation 
that could survive alongside a river that flowed for only half the year.  However, now that there is water in that 
river all year round, a different type of vegetation is growing alongside that river.  The Water and Rivers 
Commission now requires that half of the water be preserved in order to preserve that new environment.  That is 
sheer unadulterated madness.   

Hon Jon Fischer talked about some land that has been made available for housing.  That land was, in fact, a 
gazetted school site.  However, it has now been decided not to build a school on that site in order to make that 
land available for housing.  Native title has simply tied up the availability of land.  I cannot understand why we 
allow a part of Western Australia to get into a situation in which it has more water than it can shake a fist at and 
more land than it can see for 1 000 years, yet now allow people to get either of them in the quantities they need.  
I say to sensible ministers such as the Leader of the House - people who have some practical understanding of 
what is required in country Western Australia - that they should do something about this.  The Water and Rivers 
Commission and the people involved from the Department of Environment have their foot on the hose and it is 
stopping things happening in regional communities in Western Australia, where we could be creating jobs and 
industry and getting people to live.  Yet we are being constrained by government departments and bureaucrats 
who simply do not want it to happen.  The Leader of the House is a sensible person.  I presume that the Minister 
for the Kimberley also is a sensible person, although I have my doubts at times.  However, they should go to the 
Minister for the Environment and ask her to get these people to make a decision on these issues and stop having 
interdepartmental meetings.  The Water and Rivers Commission boss is based in Karratha, and she looks after 
Kununurra.  The ministers should talk to the people in Kununurra about what they think of the world.  It is an 
appalling state of affairs.  Somebody must fix it.  I commend Hon John Fischer for continuing to raise this matter 
because it is a serious problem.  It is symptomatic of what is going wrong with our society and our economy 
when bureaucrats in organisations such as the Water and Rivers Commission can stop proper development from 
going ahead.  It needs to be fixed.   

House adjourned at 6.06 pm 
__________  

 


